Where is the Front Row?

A Tribunal

For Understanding

The “Keener”’

by Lowney

Ever notice that there are only two
types of students: Front row and back
row? Yet. our keen analytical minds
should tell us that the five rows in
between must be used for something.
How could so many of the back row types
sit forward of their hinterland? Have you
actually ever found anyone who called
themselves front row material? Most of us
label ourselves as back row to prevent
being identified as a keener, victim of that
deadly disecase. Some may question
whether this philosophy exists. Notice the
widespread acceptance of 1982’s Keener
Bingo, even today. Recently the 2B
Electrical class held a special keener day,
for which participants were asked to dress
up as their favourite keener — complete
with calculators on belts. We have non-
communicating cliques slandering each
other with unjustified titles. Bad. Let us
take a closer look.

What is a keener?

Under close analysis (which we all
love so and do so well — report to fol-
low), qualities such as ambition, energy.
motivation, interest, and seriousness may

Visible dividing lines between front and back rows.

be identified with the keener. Are these so
dreadful? Take the label in its true con-
text; is a sense of keenness so dire? Could
it be self-confidence that gives this keener
the strength to stand on her/his own, take
control and shed off our social pressures?
Is it fact that this person knows what s/he
wants and is not in university because it is
thing to do in our society or our class
background? Are we threatened by her/
his intelligence and her/his drive to
develop a better student/professor rela-
tionship? Could it be negative to have
such energetic motivation after scraping
together finances, because of family

demands at home or because a varsity
sport eats up time?

On the other side, possibly, the
keener is less fortunate than ourselves.
Could an unambitious student be sitting
close 1o create artificial **bombardment’’
motivation? Do we mistake shyness for
keenness? What of the person who must
work extra work, because s/he does not
catch on quite so quickly? On the lighter
side, Lyle Robertson, who has on occa-
sion been labelled keen explains **Some-
times I sit in the front because it’s too
noisy in the back to sléep.’ Let us keep
the perspective!

And what of ourselves? Do we have
cnough information about the keener to
make a judgement? Are we trying to be
understanding and open-minded? Is envy
of all these keen attitudes getting the best
of us? Are we so insecure that we control-
led by childish peer pressure or, possibly,
the need to build ourselves up on others?
do we sit at the back because it is easier to
exercise immaturity and get away with it?

Many questions are presented. Think
about it and answer them for yourself. It
i3 very easy to criticize from a group’s
point of view, whereas standing on your
own requires strength.



